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CoMmMuNITY FEeDBACK (Site visit April 16, 2011): Participants indicated

that both Westport Middle and High are symbols of and gateways
to the neighborhood, and that their reuse could serve as the engine
fo inspire reinvestment in the area. Participants identified multiple
reuses that would benefit the neighborhood including education

(college extension, adult education, K-12 school, community
arts/theater), housing, community centfer, mulliple uses/
organizations.

15 September 2011

BUILDING/SITE ASSESSMENT: Building is in fair condition; however, its very
large size may pose an impediment fo reuse. Ifs layout is readily
adaptable for multi-family housing (70 +/- units). Classroom size
converts well info a single bedroom aparfment or combines well
info to two bedroom apartments. The large square footage
dedicated to the auditorium, gymnasiums, and library do not
support reuse solely as a multi-family residence. In addition, the
number and configuration of stairs and exits support division of the
building for multiple tenants (such as housing + community
services/office). The building's exterior and interior design limit the
visibility required for good retail use. The building location and
layout support office use, but it is extremely large for reuse of this
natfure. While condition may be a deterrent to reuse as a school,
the facility is ideally suited for secondary or post-secondary
educational use. There is only partial air conditioning, which will limit
reuse options under a short-term lease scenario. Uses other than
office or education will typically require installation of a fire sprinkler
system (a community center may also be exempt depending on
overall sg. footage and location of exits). Property includes open
land east and south of the building as well as a parking lot across
McGee Street that could be developed with additional parking (if
needed) and/or new construction.

HiSTORIC ASSESSMENT: Building is a good example of an early 20th
century Progressive Era high school. Alterations to the original
layout, finishes and features have been minimal, and additions
constructed at the rear of the building in 1964 and 1992 respect the
original building in placement, massing, and materials. The building
appears eligible for listing in the National Register.

MARKET ASSESSMENT: The site is centrally located in the heart of
Midtown, has great access both from a vehicular and pedestrian
perspective, and is within walking distance of the Main Street
commercial district and the MAX bus line. The area has a mix of
single and mulfi-family housing, and is more than 70% renter-
occupied. The area has seen significant reinvestment, both along
the Main Street commercial corridor and with residential
development on Armour Blvd. While the size of the building may
present some challenges, it does offer opportunities for entities
looking for substantial square footage. Af over 9 acres, with an
adjacent parking lot with commercial zoning, the site presents
opportunities for entities looking for open space or in need of
parking/room to expand.

LAND-USE AND ZONING ASSESSMENT: Land-use surrounding Westport High
is primarily single-family residential and neighborhood commercial.
The current R-1.5 and R-2.5 zoning classifications for the school site
support a variety of potential reuses, including education,
community center, and certain residential uses. Commercial reuses
would require rezoning unless the building receives national or local
historic designation. Higher density residential reuse would also
require rezoning. The satellite parking lot’'s entire northern half is
zoned B3-2 (large scale community business) with the lower half
divided between R-1.5 (SE corner) and R-2.5 (SW corner) single
family residential zoning.
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